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What Constitutes a Food & Beverage Carton?

What Constitutes a Food & Beverage Carton?

- made mainly from paper
- a renewable resource

- light weight & compact
- low carbon footprint 

- recyclable
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Multi-layer design provides protection against light, 
air & harmful bacteria

No wax or “waxy coating”

Refrigerated “gable top” Shelf stable “aseptic”
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Who is the Carton Council? 

 Voluntary industry organization

 Competing companies working together to 
grow the recovery & recycling of used 
cartons nationwide
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What We Do

 CCC helps increase carton recovery & recycling in Canada by:

Financing & producing carton-recycling awareness campaigns

Providing consulting services to optimize sorting processes

Financing pilot projects

Connecting sellers & buyers of carton bales
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Pulp Poly/Alu

Whole Cartons

Building MaterialsTissue & Paper Products Molded Plastic Products 

Repulping

Best Value for Cartons: Sorting Them into Grade #52 
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Paper Stock Industries (PSI) is a national chapter of the Institute of Scrap 
Recycling Industries, Inc. (ISRI). It is dedicated to the recovered paper industry 
& issued this grade in 2011.

What Exactly is Grade #52? 

Consists of liquid packing 
board containers including 
empty, used PE coated, 
printed one-sided asceptic & 
gable top cartons containing 
no less than 70% bleached 
chemical fiber & may contain 
up to 6% aluminum foil & 24% 
PE film  

Prohibitive 
materials 
may not 
exceed 2% 

Total out-
throws may 
not exceed 
5% 
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Stable & Regional End-Markets Are Key

In 2008…



Kimberly-Clark de México
(Bajio & Ecatepec)

Great Lakes Tissue

Sustana Fiber (USA)

Continuus Materials

Sustana Fiber (Canada)
Lévis, QC

India

South Korea

Vietnam

Kelly Green Board (CT, USA) to 
come on board imminently

Norpac mill (WA, USA) accepts 
cartons in mixed paper

Recyclers of Used Cartons in 2020
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CCC Maintains List of Brokers & End-markets
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Current COVID Context, Challenges & Lessons Learned

 Sharp drop in availability of Sorted Office Paper (SOP)
• More mills looking for replacement grade to make tissue, toweling, molded pulp, etc.
• Used cartons are a substitute to SOP; increased interest from mills

 But, mill end-users more sensitive to overall yield
• 25% on average of carton feedstock is non-fibre (“poly-alu”)  
• This residue stream has significant impacts on 

process & profitability

 Possible solutions
• Full carton recycling (e.g. Continuus Materials, KGB)
• Support for mills to get poly-alu into “sellable” 

form (reduced moisture content, transport-ready 
commodity)
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Additional Poly/Aluminum Recycling Ways

Pre-
treatment 

Dry Cleaning AgglomerationHot Press

Pelletization

Extrusion
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Progress to Date

 Blended national 
carton recovery-
recycling rate is 58% 
(as of 2019)

 Represents 41 % point 
increase over last 9 
years 
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Chinese National Sword

 Removed most important purchaser for a number of paper 
grades

 Caused material back-ups, created problems for MRFs 

 Drove down value of all paper grades

 Negative effect on whole recycling system; cartons were “co-
lateral damage”

 Main driver for slight dip in carton recycling rate from 2018 to 
2019 
• Despite slight set-back, CCC committed to achieving a 70% recycling 

target by 2025

Arguably the most transformative event for the waste paper industry
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Thank you!

Isabelle Faucher, Managing Director
ifaucher@recyclecartons.ca


